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Hobo Nickels -- what else? 
By Ron Landis 
Reprinted with permission from the Gallery Mint Museum 


Happy Hobo by Landis 


| had the good fortune to attend the annual 
Summer Seminar of the American 
Numismatic Association a few years back 
and had the time of my life. | must admit, | 
was a little apprehensive at first, wondering 
how | would be able to fit in with a bunch of 
coin collectors, none of whom | knew. | was 
taking a course on the "Art of Engraving” 
taught by Virginia Janssen and figured | 
would be okay if there were other artists in 
my class with whom to hang out. 


We had a fun class and | learned much, 
including how to work plaster models for the 
more modern approach to die engraving. But 
| also found myself meeting all kinds of 
people, making new friends and being 
exposed to all kinds of interesting new stuff. 
| found also that | had a lot in common with 
all those coin collectors: | like coins too. 


Anyway, the Seminar is non stop. At night 


Train and Hobo by Landis 


they have "bull sessions" and talk about 
different aspects of numismatics. One 
evening, | attended Bill Fivaz’s talk on Hobo 
Nickels. | was truly inspired and | began 
engraving nickels as soon as | returned from 
Colorado. | haven't really stopped since. 


| find a creative freedom in the carving that 
is so refreshing. If | get an idea for a coin 
carving, | just carve it. | don't have to worry 
about commemorating a great event or 
whether or not | can market several hundred 
of them. It's just simple and spontaneous. 


Most of my first attempts were very much 
like the old hobo nickels, drawing on 
traditional themes. As | carved more, | tried 
to refine these themes with each 
consecutive piece, until one day, | looked at 
my engraver's block and all the pieces 
scattered around and | realized | was 
starting to relearn how to engrave. And 
suddenly with every piece | started to look at 
the carving as a medallic sculpture rather 
than just a hobo nickel. 


What started out to be a fun way of making 
some extra money has given me the skills 
and confidence necessary to create the 
master hubs for our reproduction work we 
are presently involved in. | love the way this 
all ties together. 


Editor’s note: Ron Landis is a co-founder of the 
Gallery Mint Museum, P.O. Box 706, Eureka Springs, 
AR 72632. He Is a skilled engraver and has engraved 
a repro of the 1793 Chain Cent and other early U.S. 
coins. His Hobo Nickel carvings are very beautiful 
works of art and have been pictured in past issues of 
Bo Tales. 


| don’t really have one set way of carving 
hobo nickels. | use whatever tools are 
available to me. | use a power tool only to 
remove the original design when necessary 
and sometimes for polishing the field to a 
proof-like finish. Basically, | use the same 
gravers | use for die work, but | am always 
playing with different finishing methods ~ 
stones, erasers and even rubbing compound 
with a toothbrush. 


| apply a patina to some pieces by applying 
heat until it turns black, then rubbing the 
highlights with an eraser. The proof-like 
carvings are sandblasted, and then the field 
is polished to give a contrast. 


| recently did a short series of knife carvings 
just to see how difficult it would be and was 
pleasantly surprised at how efficient this tool 
is for carving nickels. Maybe it's not as 
accurate as using gravers, but it works well. 
| recommend great caution if trying this with 
a knife. One slip could result in nasty gash. 


| also made a few tools from old 
screwdrivers, with which | then carved a few 
pieces. A graver is a simple tool. An ice pick 
can be reground as easily as a broken 
screwdriver. No doubt some of the hobo 
carvers used available tools similar to this to 
engrave nickels. 


Many modern nickel carvers are using power 
grinders and rotary tools in the creation of 
hobo nickels. These carvings are often 
referred to as "neo-Bo's" and unfortunately, 
are looked upon by many as cheap 
imitations. | recently purchased a handful of 
carved nickels. For $5 each, | feel | got a 
real bargain. Each one is cleanly executed 
with details hand cut with gravers. 


Even though many of the modern carvers 
are using power grinders and punches in 
their work, they are continuing to develop a 
tradition of American Folk art which should 
be encouraged and supported. That's not to 
suggest we should all buy up everything 
available. But, with proper nurturing, the 
future of this art could yield some great 
works. 


In this modern world of computer guided 
lasers, pantograph machines, spark erosion 
technology, reduction lathes and photo 
etching, the role of the hand engraver is 
quickly diminishing. Coin carving is one of 
the last bastions for this art form that was 
once quite a common thriving trade. By 
showing my carved coin in the FIDEM 
exhibit, | hope to prompt other medallic 
artists to pursue this enjoyable and 
challenging medium, as well as to catch the 
interest of some collectors ta support those 
endeavors. For without the living art, all that 
is left are artifacts. 


“PERTINENT PALAVERIN’S FROM THE PREZ" 
by Bill "Zemo" Fivaz 


Well, we're on our way... in my first 
(April '96) President's Message, | 
issued a challenge to every member to 
sign up at least one new member for 
OHNS by the end of the year. | stated 
that my goal was to have 400 paid-up 
members by December 31, 1996. At 
last count, we had 372 members on 
the list, about 50 of which had not 
renewed for '96. | included a letter in 
with their auction catalog which 
reminded them that unless their 
renewal check for $10 was received by 
July 1st, they couldn't bid on the 
auction lots. Hopefully they'll use the 
stamp | also enclosed to retain their 
membership. The goal of 400 by year's 
end is do-able, and if each of you 
accept my challenge, it'll be a snap. 
How ‘bout it! 


This will be the ANA issue, and by now 
you should have received your auction 
catalog. There are some very nice 
pieces to go under the hammer, so 


BILL "ZEMO" FIVAZ 


check it over carefully and send in your mail bid if you can't be in Denver in person. We 
hope many of you can make it, however. The OHNS meeting will be on Saturday, 
August 17, at 10 AM (room to be announced), and the auction will follow the meeting. 


In my last message | also asked for you to 
consider writing an article for Bo Tales. If 
you considered it but have yet to do so, 
Please take a few minutes and help make 
Don Farnsworth’s job easier... it doesn't 
have to be long or technical, and you'll have 
fun doing it. Also, it's neat to see your byline 
on an article, too! As | said the last time, 
don’t wait for Tom or Linda or Dick to do 
it...step up and be recognized! Thanks. 


| Have put together a series of about 57 
slides which illustrate examples of the five 
quality descriptions of Hobo Nickels. This is 
a "grading reference set", if you will, of how 
the authenticators determine which category 
your coin falls into. This set is available to 
any club member who wishes to borrow it to 


put on a program for his/her club, for a 
regional OHNS meeting, etc. There is no 
charge for borrowing it, just $5.00 to cover 
shipping and insurance. Contact me if you're 
interested. My address is included in the ad 
elsewhere in this issue for the photographic 
offering of this set in an album. 


See you in the next issue of Bo Tales (due 
in the mail in late November). Keep that 
freight car door open... you never know 
when I'll need a lift to the next town! Hope to 
share some stew with a lot of you in Denver 
at the ANA! 


Pererencercretrceet sd 


KNOWN UNKNOWN ARTISTS #3 


By Bill Fivaz 


This is the third and last (temporarily) in my series of "KNOWN UNKNOWN ARTISTS", 
those knights of the road whose carving talents are recognized, but are still anonymous 


to the collecting fraternity. 


Many producers of Hobo Nickels have very definite styles and characteristics, and are 
recognizable due to these features. The first two articles (and the article which appeared 
in the October 16, 1995 issue of Coin World) covered three of the more easily 
recognizable yet unknown artists. This one features what | believe to be a fourth. The 
techniques used on these three coins are very similar, and could have possibly been 
done by the same person. All three are currently in my collection. 


Photo #1 


Photo #3 


Photo #2 


Photo #1: This photo appears on page 46 in 
the Hobo Nickel Book (first edition). Note the 
sharp nose features, the hair curled up 
around the ear and the mouth. 


Photo #2: Compare the above mentioned 
features with those on this carving. While the 
initials are different (J.T. and J.K. - they 
could have been the initials of the subject 
and not the carver), the style is quite similar. 
The overall "soft" or muted characteristics of 
the workmanship would lead to believe that 
the same artist did both of these. 


Photo #3: The third coin almost assuredly 
was done by the same artist that did coin 
#2. Look at the cuts made for the definition 
in the hair and again, overall "muted" or soft 
appearance of the carving. 


What a thrill it would be if we knaw who the 
artists were for the coins in these three 
series... as well as many of the others we 
believe were made by the same person. 
What stories they could tell and their 
reminiscences about the subjects they 
carved would be absolutely fascinating. 


lil try to ferret out a few other pieces as 
soon as | can that may fall into this "Known 
Unknown Artists" category and bring them to 
your attention in a iuture article. 


Serer irererer rey 


Letter from S.E. "Cecil" Renhardt... 
Bo Tales Editor: 


| lived in a small town in S.E. South Dakota 
in the thirties. That is where | found my 
Hobo Nickel in change. | carried it in loose 
change in my pocket, not knowing what it 
was outside of being novel. 


| worked in a drug store and lived in a 
fooming house. On coming home from work 
in the evening, | would lay all my change on 
the dresser. In those days you didn’t think ot 
locking your door. | got up and left the room 
in the morning without my change; you 
guessed it, that evening the change was 
gone including my Hobo Nickel. 


Several days later as | was paying for my 
breakfast, the lady at the register didn't have 
any nickels for change. Then she lifted up 
the cash tray and there laid a Buffalo Nickel. 
She put it on the counter head side up. | 
quickly grabbed it, She said "Oh, you can't 
have that one." When asked why, she said 
"It belongs to the cook in back." He also 
lived in the same rooming house as |. So | 
asked her to send him out, as | wanted to 
talk to him. Needless to say, he didn’t come 
out. | still have it (in a safe). 


| was told that a prisoner in the South 
Dakota State Prison was carving them and 
selling them to buy cigarettes, etc. 


That same year, | found three 1937-D 3- 
legged Buffalo Nickels in a roll. 


That's how | became a coin collector. 


Serr eeeereceetrary 


Wanted: Back issues of Bo Tales from Vol, 
#1 to Vol 3, #2. Please call or write: Carmen 
J. Recce, Box 63, Harrison, N.Y. (914) 835- 
0277 


Ceeiereceecencorare’ 


OHNS AWARDS TWO SCHOLARSHIPS 
TO YN'S 
by James Taylor 


OHNS has selected two YN members as 
winners of full scholarships to ANA’s 28th 
Annual Summer Conference on 
Numismatics, July 13-19 in Colorado 
Springs. The scholarships include tuition, 
class materials, room & board and air 
transportation. 


The scholarship winners include Bhavin 
Shah, a 16 year old collector from Sugarland 
Texas and vice president of the Clement 
Coin Club. This coin club at Clement High 
School has nearly a thousand members, and 
is the largest coin club anywhere. Ralph 
Ross, a math teacher at the school, is the 
club sponsor. 


The second OHNS scholarship winner is 
Jake Wood Jr. from Havertown, 
Pennsylvania, a Philadelphia suburb. Jake is 
a 15 year old sophomore at Malvern Prep. 
Besides playing the violin, Jake collects U.S. 
coinage. especially Franklin Halves. 


Both Bhavin and Jake are signed up to take 
"The Modern Minting Process and How 
Errors & Varieties are Created" class to be 
taught by J.T. Stanton, another OHNS 
member. 


FA aki Rte 


SEE NEXT PAGE FOR SIX BEAUTIFUL PICTURES FROM THE SET! 


Seeeere tee eee See nea tantenae tone eeneaeae’ 


WE NEED YOUR HELP! 


One of the things we feel is vitally important in any organization is to have and maintain 
accurate records on all members. In this regard, you could really help us update our 
records as to your name and correct (full) address. 


Please look at your mailing label to see if it is complete and accurate. Is your name 
spelled correctly? Is your address correct and complete (including your zip and 4 code)? 
Is the date after your name 1995? If so, then DUES ARE DUE! If the year is 1996 - Gail 
and the rest of the OHNS Board would appreciate it if the $10.00 dues could be paid in 
advance - before notices are sent - to reduce paperwork and postage. This would mean 
more money for YN scholarships! The membership renewal form is on the back page of 
this issue. 


\f everything is fine, no problem. If, on the other hand, there is an error, we want to know 


Please send your corrections and/or your membership renewals to our secretary: 


“Bo-ette” Kraljevich 
P.O. Box 1409 
Malvern, PA 19355-1409 


SUPERIOR ABOVE AVERAGE 


Indian Chief Biplane 


SUBJECT: 


COIN DATE: 
AUTHENTICATORS: 


PROBABLE ARTIST: 


ORIGINAL: 


QUALITY OF WORK: 


OWNER: 


K-016 


Domed Hat Hobo with Band, Reshaped Jaw Line, Beard, 
Eyebrow, Collar and Jewel Indicators at Neck 


1918 Nickel, Grade Ch VF 
(1) Kraljevich, (2) Fivaz 
Unknown 

(1) Yes, (2) Yes 

(1) Average, (2) Average 


Anonymous OHNS Member 


COMMENTS: (1) Nice original carving on 1918 Buffalo Nickel. Beard, hair and eyebrow 
scratched on. Very nice jaw line has been added, The lines at the neck indicate a jewel - 
more commonly seen on figures with ethnic characteristics, such as hooked nose. Carved 
hat, collar and ear. (2) A good amount of the work done on this piece was by scratching. 


DATES: 


(1) April 8, 1995, (2) April 20, 1995 


K-018 


SUBJECT: Hobo with Small Derby Hat, Curly Beard, and Thin Neck. 
COIN DATE: 1913 T-1 Nickel, Grade F 
AUTHENTICATORS: (1) Kraljevich and (2) Fivaz 


PROBABLE ARTIST: Unknown 

ORIGINAL: (1) Yes, (2) Yes 

QUALITY OF WORK: (1) Above Average, (2) Average 

OWNER: Anonymous OHNS Member 

COMMENTS: (1) Fully carved head, hat, neck and collar. Beard is punched, Very nice 
cameo effect, although "Liberty" is still readable. Entire design remolded as opposed to 
lines cut into coin. Very nice. Different. Coin appears to have been cleaned and polished. 
(2) "Ol Pencil Neck" - semi cameo, not full (not deep enough and some areas are still the 
regular coin’s fields). A high average piece, in my opinion. 


DATES: (1) April 8, 1995, (2) April 20, 1995 


ORIGINAL HOBO NICKEL SOCIETY 
SUBMISSION FORM FOR 
REGISTRATION/CERTIFICATION 


This certification service for Hobo Nickels and Hobo Carvings is provided for members and non-members of the Original Hobo 
Nickel Society. It is an independent opinion on the authenticity of any Hobo Carving on a U.S. Coin. All submissions will be 
reviewed by two authenticators and will receive a registration/certification form completed by both authenticators with quality 
grade, comments, and photo 


No refunds will be made. 


PLEASE SUBMIT ONE FORM WITH EACH COIN TO ONE OF THE FOLLOWING AUTHENTICATORS: 


Del Romines Bill Fivaz Don Farnsworth 

P.O. Box 1586 P.O. Box 888660 P.O. Box 1051 

Tucker, GA 30085-1586 Dunwoody, GA 30356-0660 Burlington, MA 01803 
Owner's name: 


Address: 


Phone Number: (Optional), 


Owner's value of coin (this information is necessary for insurance): S, 


OHNS Member? (circleone) Yes No Membership #. 


Registration/Certification fee structure 
(Please make all checks payable to: Original Hobo Nickel Society’) 


Members: $15.00 percoin* Non-members: $25,00 per coin* 
Bulk rates for members only: ten or more coins submitted at the same time - $12.50 per coin* 
Each coin must be accompanied by a separate form. 
*Includes postage and insurance up to $100.00. 
For coins valued over $100.00 by the owner, please enclose sufficient funds for insurance and Registration/Certification 


ALL SUBMISSIONS WHETHER DEEMED TO BE "ORIGINAL" OR "NEO-BOS" WILL BE PHOTOGRAPHED 
AND REGISTERED (1) OR CERTIFIED (2). 
(1) REGISTERED - Certified asan original piece and assigned a registration mimber (with photo) 
(2) CERTIFIED - Certified as  "neo-bo" with no registration number (with photo). 


Lunderstand that the opinion rendered by the examiner on my submission is strictly that, an opinion, and is not a guarantee that the item is genuine. This 
however, the best considered judgement by qualified specialists in the area, but others may reach different conclusions 
nies a i 


re expr from any opin a 


L authorize the OHNS to use a photograph of this coin and my name (name only, not address) if it so desires. 


| rae | mes rh 
puoto || |_| Name | | I it 
=| LJ Fe | 
YES NO YES NO 


Signature of Submittor Date 


OHNS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL FORM 


Please enroll me as a member in the Original Hobo Nickel Society, Inc. as indicated. 
Please renew my membership (member number ) as indicated. 
Regular (@$10 per year) _____ Life ($150) _____ Youth under 19 ($5) 
I'm enclosing an additional $12, please send me the club tee-shirt size 
lam also enclosing a donation of for the OHNS YN Scholarship program 
NAME: Moniker (Nickname): 
ADDRESS: 


L agree to abide by the Society’s Code of Ethics. 


Signature: 
Make checks payable to: The Original Hobo Nickel Society 
Please send to OHNS Attention: "Bo-ette," PO Box 1409, Malvern, PA 19355 


YOUR BOARD 
President Bill "Zemo" Fivaz 
Past President . ‘ x Dallas "Colonel" Shaw 
Vico President si sieticiaaecedgnoia ws piawipa daas ag lta beet ewle haa usag Ray Flanagan 
Secretary .. . Gail "Bo-ette” Kraljevich 
Treasurer .. Chuck "Buddha" Irwin 
Sergeant-At-Arms ..... . dames "Dictator" Taylor 
Editor, Bo Tales .... 4 . Don "Sport" Farnsworth 
COMMITTEES 

Honorary Vice Present oases ade meoVent tea drale bs ces ne ements . Del "Slickrock" Romines 
Education . . . sue . Don "Sport" Farnsworth 
Publicity . aueaans Ray Flanagan 
Authentication - Del "Slickrock" Romines 

Bill "Zemo" Fivaz 


Don "Sport" Farnsworth 
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